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In the small town of South Platte, football was what the entire community revolved around. This town demanded victories and that is what the Jefferson High Panthers gave them. Football had always been the “male” sport at this high school until a girl by the name of Judith Watkins dreamed of joining the Panthers on Friday nights to bring a victory to the home team. The team’s biggest weakness was its place kicking abilities and Judith Watkins believed her skills would be a big reason for her making the team. 

Judith showed up for spring training the next year and was immediately told by Mackie Jones, the head coach, that football was a male sport and she had no business being on the football field. Unfortunately, Judith wanted to be a football player very badly and took a course of threatening the coach with a court order if he did not let her tryout for the team. The coach yielded to her protests and informed her that she was only allowed to tryout for the place kicking spot. After the training season, it was very obvious that Judith had the natural talent to be their place kicker and fill the void in their football team. 

After being accepted onto the football team, the community openly rejected Judith’s status as a Panther football player. For reasons such as attractiveness, fear of being injured, and traditional gender roles, the community believed that Judith should not join the other players on the team. The negativity soon ended after the first game of the season was played and Judith easily made her first long distance field goal. After the season was over, most critics would not admit to the contributions of Judith even though her kicking percentage was higher than any other place kicker in the state. 

In the second season of Judith’s football career with the Panthers, she continued her amazing performance as the place kicker and she was even being considered for all-state honors. With the help of Judith, the Panthers were on the path to a perfect season. With two games remaining, an ethical dilemma appeared. Coach Jones announced in a press conference four days before the biggest game of the season that Judith Watkins was leaving the team for medical reasons. At this time in her life, Judith was 16 years old and still a minor. The problem with Judith leaving for medical reasons was discovered by my reporter a few days later when a part-time trainer informed him that Judith Watkins left the team because she was pregnant. The reporter followed up this claim with an interview with the assistant coach who also confirmed the reason for Judith’s medical leave. This brings up an interesting dilemma involving a minor and a private matter such as pregnancy. On the other hand, Judith has become a major public figure for the football team and has projected herself into the public light. Her sudden disappearance from the football team is also news worthy because it can affect the outcome of the Panther’s football team and the rest of their season. 

Privacy is one of the moral principles that we as media professionals should always pay attention to as we are deciding on our ethical dilemmas. On the other side, truth is another moral principle that media professionals should live by in order to publish the news accurately and unbiased to our readers. Ultimately, this story would normally be published without a second thought if it was not for the age of Judith Watkins. Judith Watkins openly strived for the public light after threatening her coach with a court order to let her tryout for the team. She knew ahead of time that by crossing the gender gap and playing football she would be accepting the publicity and scrutiny of being the first woman football player in this little town’s history. On her defense, she is still a minor. Even at the age of 16, reporters will still not reveal her name for any other type of news stories if she was not such a public figure in this town. Judith still warrants some amount of privacy. On the other hand, Judith leaving the team does create a news worthy event because she was a big factor into the success of the team and her absents could possibly cause the team to lose in the playoffs. Originally, the story would have been a very simple one except for the fact that my reporter had discovered the truth of Judith’s departure from the team. As media professionals, we have a moral duty to tell the truth no matter what that truth is. We cannot morally publish the story and use the term “for medical reasons” when we actually know the truth. 


The external factor that affects this moral decision has to be the popularity of football in this town. In little towns such as this one, the only event most people have to look forward to is the Friday night football game at the high school every week. This causes the football players to be treated like royalty and become stars over night in their little towns. Because football is important to the people of the town, it puts the players into the public spectrum whether or not they want to be there. With the public figure status that is given to these football players, their lives are usually under scrutiny the entire time they are playing football. 


As the moral agent in this case, my first duty is ultimately to myself. If I cannot live with the decision then it obviously has to be the wrong decision. Next, the financial supporters of my paper will have heard the press conference and will be expecting a full coverage story in my paper by the next day. On top of my financial supporters, the community in my small town will also be spreading rumors and gossiping about the recent news of Judith’s departure from the team. 

Looking at the deontology theory first, it is my first duty to report the news fully and accurately to my knowledge. The knowledge that Judith was pregnant was confirmed by the assistant football coach. This is a legitimate source and publishing a story that did not include all the facts would not be doing a justice to my readers. Looking at a utilitarian theory is not such a great fit in this situation. The good of the majority would be to publish the entire article to inform everyone of the exact reason for the departure of their famous place kicker. Teleological theory is more complicated than the other two theories that could be applied in this situation. If I decide to publish this story, the consequences could affect the life of Judith for a very long time. If I publish the story with the fact that she left because of pregnancy, everyone will know that Judith has been promiscuous and that is not a moral conduct that many people would like to hear about. On the other hand, if I publish the story but leave out the information about the pregnancy, the entire community would continually gossip about the loss of their place kicker until it became evident to why she truly left. Third, if I completely kill the story I will come under scrutiny from the community for not reporting the news unbiased and accurately. 

After considering all the sides of this issue, I believe it is in the best interest of my newspaper to publish this story in its entirety including the news of Judith being pregnant. The only item that worries me about the decision is the age of Judith at the time that the press conference was given. Ultimately, I have based my decision on the deontology that I have a right to publish the news clearly and accurately without bias from my own opinions. Judith Watkins openly sought out the public light when she decided to go against traditional gender roles in this small football town and tryout for the football team. Judith even went as far as threatening a court order to allow her to tryout when the coach told her she could not tryout.  On top of this, she had played a complete season and knew how popular she had become in the eye of the community. She knew that her performance on the team was an essential contribution and her leaving the team would be questioned. Even if I was to decide to not publish the fact that Judith was pregnant, the community would find out in a couple of months anyway and then they will wonder why it was not reported in the first place. 
